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The Return of the Greasy Pole

Since the 19th Century, the start of the Crab Fair
has been marked with the erection of the Greasy
Mutton Pole "at the fish stone by the Market
Cross". The pole is thirty foot tall and greased
with lard and the objective was to climb to the top
and retrieve a prize, originally a top hat.

In line with other Crab Fair prizes this item was of
significant value and highly covetable. The winner,
normally an agile youth, would have paraded
around the town wearing this rare and valuable
prize. In 1852 the hat became a side of mutton
which, if not won by the end of the day, was cut
up and divided amongst the poor. In latter years,
ribbons were also attached to the pole, which
could be grabbed from lower levels and exchanged
for gifts in the town.

Last year, the Greasy Pole event was prevented
from taking place, because public liability insurance
could not be found for such a temporary structure.

The New Greasy Pole

This year the Pole will be absent again, but plans
are now underway with the Crab Fair Committee,
Grizedale Arts and the artists Jeremy Deller and
Alan Kane, to bring back the Greasy Pole as a
permanent public sculpture for the market square.

A new pole is to be made by Jackson’s Marine of
Whitehaven to the artists’ design and inserted in
a new site, which is currently occupied by a
redundant tree guard. This new pole will be finished
to a fine standard, constructed from stainless steel
and treated timber to ensure the Greasy Pole lasts
well into the future.

For further information contact Grizedale Arts
on 01229 860 291.




